PROMPT: Analyze the various reasons and explanations given for abolishing slavery
from 1857-1863:
Doc 1) Frederick Douglass speaking to the Anit-Slavery Society, 1857
Step by step we have seen the slave power advancing, poisoning, corrupting, and perverting the
institutions of the country; growing more and more haughty, imperious and exacting. The white man’s
liberty has been marked out for the same grave with the black man’s.
….let me say, all I ask of the American people is, that they live up to the Constitution, adopt its
principles, imbibe its spirit, and enforce its provisions.
When this is done, the wounds of my bleeding people will be healed, the chain will no longer
rust on their ankles, their backs will no longer be torn by the bloody lash, and liberty, the glorious
birthright of our common humanity, will become the inheritance of all inhabitants of this highly favored
country.
Doc 2) Douglass 1861-An article he wrote about how the North can win the war
We are often asked by persons in the street as well as by letter, what our people will do in the
present solemn crises in the affairs of the country. Our answer is, would to God you would let us do
something! We lack nothing but your consent. We are ready and would go, counting ourselves happy in
being permitted to serve and suffer for the cause of freedom and free institutions.
We have no hesitation in saying that ten thousand black soldiers might be raised in the next
thirty days to march upon the South. One black regiment alone would be, in such a war, the full equal of
two white ones.

Doc 3) Lincoln’s Letter to Sen. James Conkling-1863
You say you will not fight to free negroes. Some of them seem willing to fight for you; but, no
matter. Fight you, then exclusively to save the Union. I issued the proclamation on purpose to aid you in
saving the Union. Whenever you shall have conquered all resistence to the Union, if I shall urge you to
continue fighting, it will be an apt time, then, for you to declare you will not fight to free negroes.
I thought that in your struggle for the Union, to whatever extent the negroes should cease
helping the enemy, to that extent it weakened the enemy in his resistence to you. Do you think
differently? I thought that whatever negroes can be got to do as soldiers, leaves just so much less for
white soldiers to do, in saving the Union. Does it appear otherwise to you? But negroes, like other
people, act upon motives. Why should they do any thing for us, if we will do nothing for them? If they
stake their lives for us, they must be prompted by the strongest motive--even the promise of freedom.
And the promise being made, must be kept.

